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       Join us this spring on Saturday, April 21st for our Solar Open House.  Tour one of the newest 

and largest solar fields in Massachusetts and learn how solar power works.  Scheduled to go on-

line as our newsletter heads to the printer, our 2MW solar project will feed electricity into the New 

England power grid.  Over 500 solar panels have been installed on 11 acres on the west side of 

Route 63.  Each panel is 10 feet high and 35 feet wide.  Our panels are tilted at a fixed 20 degree 

angle and use thin-film technology to generate electricity using the power of the sun.  Drop by 

anytime between 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. to tour the facility with Northfield staff.  The Town of 

Northfield Energy Committee will also be on hand to answer questions about household solar 

applications, financial incentives and what it is like to live in a home with a solar system. 

      In addition to the Open House, òLighting Things Upó will take place on Saturday, August 

18th.  This program, for children ages 9 and older and their families, explores solar power through 

hands-on science and art activities.  Join Rachel Roberts for this exciting free family program 

funded in part by a grant from the Northfield Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported 

by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  Please turn to page 6 for more information 

about our Open House and to page 12 for òLighting Things Upó.  

Tilt angle and thin film panels were chosen for Northfield to maximize production during varied conditions. 

Do you use facebook to connect with friends and to keep up with local businesses?  Like us! and 

find out about upcoming programs, interesting tidbits, and view some great photos.  

Our facebook link: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Northfield-Mountain-Recreation-and-

Environmental-Center/224531920912692  



The Fishway is located on First 

Street, off Avenue A, in Turners 

Falls, MA. 

For information please visit our 

website or call:  

(800) 859-2960.  

The Turners Falls Fishway will 

be open from Saturday, May 

12 through Sunday, June 17. 

The facility is open Wednesday 

through Sunday from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.  

  

 

 

 

Spring on the Connecticut River 

offers an unrivaled opportunity 

to witness the migration of shad, 

sea lamprey and other anadro-

mous fish. These fish migrate 

from the ocean and head upriver 

to spawn in the rivers of their 

birth.  

A visit to the Turners Falls Fish-

way provides an opportunity to 

learn about these amazing jour-

neys. Admission is free.  

Turners Falls Fishway 

Camping 
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Barton Cove  
Located on a rocky peninsula 

jutting into the Connecticut 

River, Barton Cove is an ideal 

place to take a day trip or camp 

for the week. With a day-use 

picnic area, bathrooms, tent 

camping and minimal auto ac-

cess, it is a peaceful place for all 

ages. There are also two group 

sites and two sites suitable for 

pop-up trailers or class C 

camper vans. All sites are rustic, 

with no hookups. Barton Cove 

will be open for camping Friday, 

May 25, through Labor Day 

Monday, September 3. 

Tent Sites/night...............$22 

Group Site 1/night ..........$60 

Group Site 2/night...........$40 

Munns Adirondack Shelter...$30  

 

Call for reservations: 

(413) 863-9300  

Reservations will be accepted by 

phone beginning April 4. 

 

Munns Ferry (Boat Ac-

cess) 

Campers may access the camp-

ground by boat only. Reserva-

tions are required. Camping is 

limited to two nights (except for 

three day holiday weekends). 

The boat dock will be in-

stalled June 15.  Tent sites are 

$22 per night and the Adiron-

dack shelter is $30 per night. 

Munns is open from Memorial 

Day weekend to Columbus Day. 

Potable water is not available 

on site. 

Trails, Mountain Bikes, Horses, and Dog Walking 

Trails are open seven days a 

week for hiking after the trails 

begin to dry. Horses and 

mountain bikes are welcome 

only after the trails have com-

pletely dried out from mud 

season, typically in May. Check 

trail conditions before leaving 

home by reading our trails re-

port at: 

www.FirstLightPower.com/

northfield or calling the Visi-

tor Center (800) 859-2960. 

Mountain Biking:  

Enjoy 25 miles of double track 

trails and three state views. A 

helmet and tires at least 1.5 

inches wide are required.  

Horseback riding: 

A helmet or hard hat is required 

and riders must check in at the 

Center for parking and trail infor-

mation. For the comfort of all 

our visitors, we require all riders 

to clean up the area around their 

trailers.   

Dog walking : 

Please make sure your dog re-

mains on a leash at all times. 

Leashes are required by long-

standing town ordinances. For 

the comfort and benefit of all 

our visitors, we require all dog 

walkers to clean up after their 

pets. Thank you for helping 

keep our properties clean. 

The fish viewing window is a  

popular place at the Fishway. 

Do you know we have a self guided 

trail brochure for the Hidden 

Quarry Trail? 

òWe had an  awesome time camp-

ing ...Your sites are beautiful!!ó 

Comment from facebook user. 

http://www.firstlightpower.com/northfield
http://www.firstlightpower.com/northfield


Ticket Fees 

Adult ......................... $12.00 

Senior (55+) ..............$11.00 

Child  (14 -)ééé....$6.00 

Group (15 or more)  $10.00 

School Groupééé.$6.00 

Reservations strongly  

recommended by calling: 

(800) 859-2960 

The French King Gorge is one 

of the most scenic stretches of 

the Connecticut River in Massa-

chusetts. Climb aboard the 

charming 44-seat Quinnetukut II 

Riverboat and enjoy a relaxing 

and informative journey down 

New Englandõs great river. This 

12-mile narrated cruise takes 90 

minutes. Riverboat tickets are 

sold at the Visitor Center.  

Riverboat Schedule 

Departing Riverview  

Picnic Area 

June 30 ð October 14 

Friday through Sunday 

11 a.m.  1:15 p.m.  3 p.m. 

 

Riverboat  Holidaysñ  

Closed:  

Independence Day ñ July 4  

 Labor Day ñ September 5 

Riverboat Charters 

Call for information: 

(413) 863-9300.  

Rental Fees 

Canoes/kayaks 2 hoursé.$25 

Canoes/kayaks daily...........$40 

Canoes/kayaks 3 day..é...$80 

 

Enjoy paddling on the scenic 

Connecticut River this summer. 

At Barton Cove you can enjoy 

paddling in quiet plunge pools of 

ancient waterfalls while viewing 

bald eagles, great blue herons, 

and belted kingfishers. Bring 

your own kayak and canoe or 

rent one of ours and enjoy the 

pastoral settings of the Upper 

Pioneer Valley. 

In addition to family outings, 

paddling on the river makes ex-

cellent excursions for church, 

school, summer camp, or scout 

groups. Rentals are available 7 

days per week beginning May 28. 
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Quinnetukut II Riverboat 

Canoe & Kayak Rentals 

Looking for a unique social out-

ing for a  business or family 

event?  Let us schedule a relax-

ing cruise through the magnifi-

cent French King Gorge on the 

Quinnetukut II Riverboat. Pri-

vate charter prices begin at just 

$375.   Cruises can accommo-

date up to 44 passengers and can 

be scheduled to meet your 

needs. We can even recommend 

caterers for your cruise. 

 

Pavilion & Charter 
Plan this beautiful combination 

for your special event. The river-

side post-and-beam pavilion is 

the perfect picnic location and  a 

short walk brings picnickers to 

the Riverboat dock for their 

private adventure on the River. 

It will turn your party into a 

memorable occasion.  

Cost: $525 Friday               

$575 Saturday & Sunday  

Smiling faces can be seen on many 

folks disembarking the QII. 

A charter is a great way to celebrate 

with friends and family. 

A canoe and kayak rental can be a 

fun way to spend a summer day 

at Barton Cove.  

Photo by Kemachat Sirichanvimol 



All environmental school pro-

grams support the Massachu-

setts Science Frameworks.  

For more information contact 

Kim Noyes, School Environ-

mental Programs Coordina-

tor: (413) 659-4462 

aside limited funds for individual 

students. Please ask us for more 

information. 

Please call (413) 659-3714, or 

(800) 859-2960 to schedule a 

field trip for your students this 

spring. Most programs are of-

fered from mid-April through 

mid-June. Please see specific 

program description as availabil-

ity may vary. Our popular pond 

program is offered throughout 

the summer. 

Please join us this spring for one 

of many field trip opportunities 

offered for schools and organ-

ized groups. Our goal is to pro-

vide quality learning experiences 

that are both educational and 

engaging, using the outdoors as 

the classroom. Our experienced 

educators allow learners the 

opportunity to explore subjects 

and habitats through focused, 

hands-on programs. Please note 

that our fee waiver policy sets 

Spring School Programs: Environmental Education 

Pond Probe 

Where the Sidewalk Ends 

Earth Science (PreK-K) #1,  

Life Science (PreK-K) #1, #6, #7, 

#8 

This program is designed spe-

cifically for the open and curious 

minds of young children. Using 

the outdoors as the classroom, 

young children discover the 

colors, shapes, textures, sounds 

and smells of this season of 

rebirth. Hands-on activities and 

sensory exploration take place in 

a safe and playful environment.  

Join us in exploring the fields 

and forests during this exciting 

season of change. 

Grades Pre-K and K 

Time Allowance: 1 hour for Pre-K, 

1¼ hours for K 

Group Size: 22 (groups up to 33 on 

limited days) 

(6/1 student/adult ratio) 

Availability: Thu. and Fri. 

Fee: $5/student; minimum $50/class 

Science and Technology Standards 

Applicable:   

 

(10/1 student/adult ratio) 

Availability: Wed., Thu. and Fri.   

AprilñAugust 

Fee: $6/student; minimum $90/class 

Science and Technology Standards 

Applicable:   

Earth Science (Grades 1-2) #1, 

(Grades 3-5) #10   

Life Sciences (Grades 1-2) 

#1,#3,#6,#8, (Grades 3-5) #3, 

#4 

This is one of Northfieldõs most 

popular programs. Explore the 

amazing world of a pond in 

spring. From aquatic insects to 

salamanders to microscopic 

invertebrates, this program pro-

vides a unique opportunity to 

observe live animals up close. 

Students examine the underwa-

ter world of a small pond using 

collecting nets, field guides and 

magnifiers. Environmental eth-

ics, pond ecology, observation 

skills, and adaptations of the 

unique inhabitants of a pond are 

the focus of this program. Chil-

dren collect, observe and release 

their aquatic animals back into 

the pond. Pre- and post-visit 

curriculum materials are pro-

vided. 

Grades 1 and above 

Time Allowance: 1¾-2 hours depend-

ing on grade 

Group Size: 30 (groups up to 40 on 

limited days) 
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A school bus sits waiting while 

children enjoy fun activities with 

the teachers at the Mountain. 

Children use nets to explore the 

abundant life in our pond. 



Fishway School Programs: Fins and Ladders 
Available: Wed., Thu., Fri., May 17-

June 15 

 

One hour programs at 9:30, 10:45 or 

1:00 Free 

 

Science and Technology Standards 

Applicable:  

Earth Science (PreK-2) #1,  

Life Science (PreK-2) #1,#3,#6,#8, 

(Grades 3-5) #3 

 

To schedule a program at the 

Barrett Fishway in Holyoke 

please call 413-536-9474. 

Visit the Turners Falls Fishway 

for a watchable wildlife experi-

ence. This program focuses on 

migratory fish of the Connecticut 

River and the fish ladders that 

help these fish bypass the dam. A 

variety of activities will introduce 

anadromous fish and the chal-

lenges of their upstream journey. 

These fascinating fish are born in 

the river or its tributaries, migrate 

to the ocean and return as adults 

to spawn in freshwater. Ameri-

can shad and sea lamprey can 

often be seen swimming by the 

viewing windows. Hands-on 

activities and an opportunity for 

possible wildlife viewing make 

this an exciting program for all 

ages. Pre- and post-visit curricu-

lum materials provided. 

All Grades     

                     

Group Size: 30    

                

(15/1 student/adult ratio) 

 

 

Science and Technology Standards 

Applicable: 

Earth Science (Grades 1-2) #1 

Life Science (Grades 1-2) 

#1,#3,#6,#7,#8,  

(Grades 3-5) #2,#3 

Soon to come alive and awaken 

with signs of spring, the forests 

and fields at Northfield provide 

an exciting outdoor classroom 

for students to discover the 

world around them. A variety of 

hands-on activities are used to 

explore signs of spring with a 

focus on birds and wildflowers. 

The emphasis for 1st and 2nd 

grade is sensory exploration and 

discovery. For grade 3 and 

above, the emphasis is on ecol-

ogy and adaptation. 

Grades 1-6 

Time Allowance: 1½-2 hours depend-

ing on grade 

Group Size: 25 (groups up to 36 on 

limited days) 

(10/1 student/adult ratio) 

Availability: Thu. and Fri. 

Fee: $6/student; minimum $60/class 

Incredible Insects 

 

Science and Technology Standards 

Applicable:   

Earth Science (Grades 1-2) #1, 

Life Science (Grades 1-2) 

#1,#3,#6,#8, (Grades 3-5) 

#3,#4,#7 

Join us and explore the six and 

eight-legged wonders that 

abound in our fields. Students 

will have the opportunity to col-

lect, observe, draw and release 

insects and spiders.  A variety of 

activities will introduce the amaz-

ing adaptations, life cycles and 

ecology of one of the most suc-

cessful groups of animals on 

earth ð incredible insects. 

 

 

Grades 2 and 3 

Time Allowance: 2 hours 

Group Size: 25 (groups up to 36 on 

limited days) 

(10/1 student/adult ratio) 

Availability: Thu. and Fri. beginning 

May 17th 

Fee: $6/student; minimum $60/class 
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Signs of  Spring 

As you hike in early spring, see 

which flower varieties adorn the 

awakening landscape. 

American shad illustration,     

courtesy of the USFWS. 



¶ Children under 18 years of 

age must be accompanied 

by an adult on all programs. 

01360 

¶ If unable to attend a pro-

gram for which you are 

registered, please call as 

soon as possible so that 

others can take your place. 

¶ Refunds will be made if we 

are notified at least one 

week in advance of the 

program date. 

 

¶ Register by phone with 

your Visa or MasterCard. 

¶ Register by mail with a 

check made out to North-

field Mountain.   

¶ Include program names, 

dates and participant 

names, address, telephone 

and email. 

¶ Mail to: 99 Millers Falls 

Road, Northfield, MA, 

Public Program Registration                           1-800-859-2960 

Trail Creation Boot Camp 

Solar Open House 

Sat. April 21, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 

For ages 8 and older 

Fee: FREE 

No pre-registration required 

Tour one of the newest solar 

fields in Massachusetts and learn 

how solar power works. How do 

the panels turn the sunõs energy 

into electricity? How do North-

fieldõs òthin filmó solar panels 

differ from standard silicon pan-

els? What place does solar power 

play in the US energy market 

and what place could it play in 

the future? Northfield Staff will 

share what they have learned 

about this fascinating technol-

ogy. The Town of Northfield 

Energy Committee will also be 

on hand to answer questions 

about household solar panel 

applications, financial incentives 

and what it is like to live in a 

home with a solar system. Dress 

for the weather and come any 

time during the afternoon, tours 

will begin every fifteen minutes. 

Parking, a tent for refreshments, 

gathering and the solar field 

tours will all take place on the 

west side of Route 63 (across the 

road from the Visitor Center). 

Sat., April 28; 9:00 a.m. ð noon  

For ages 8 and older 

Fee: FREE 

Pre-registration required by    

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Looking for a fitness activity in 

the natural world? Like working 

toward a shared goal with others 

and giving back to places you 

love? Participants will learn basic 

trail maintenance techniques 

using simple tools like hand saws 

and loppers. Put as much energy 

into the work as your comfort 

dictates and find a great new way 

to have fun in the woods. 

Names of other organizations in 

need of trail maintainers will be 

shared with those bitten by the 

trail worker bug! Registered 

participants will receive clothing 

and gear list. Trail snacks pro-

vided. 
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"To find the universal 

elements enough; to find the 

air and the water 

exhilarating; to be refreshed 

by a morning walk or an 

evening saunter; to be 

thrilled by the stars at night; 

to be elated over a birdõs 

nest or a wildflower in 

springð these are some of 

the rewards of the simple 

life.ó 

 

~John Burroughs 

Have you seen the new solar array at 

Northfield Mountain? 

Northfieldõs Beth Bazler leading a 

Public Program in Turners Falls. 



Kayak with your Kiddo 

Sat., May 19; 9 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

For ages 7 and older 

 

Fee: $20 per adult child pair 

 

Pre-registration required by calling 

 1-800-859-2960 

Using a tandem kayak is a great 

way for an adult and child to give 

paddling a try. As the group ex-

plores the special nooks and 

crannies of Barton Cove, kids 

can paddle as they are able and 

parents can provide the power 

and direction for the boat. The 

group will begin learning kayak-

ing basics, turning right, left and 

going straight and then set off 

across the Cove while singing a 

classic paddling song. Bring 

along a snack and drink to enjoy 

while the group takes a break 

from the boats and skips stones. 

Then paddle, explore and return 

to our starting place. No prior 

kayaking experience required. 

Life jackets will be worn by all 

participants during the program.  

 

 

 

 

outside. PLT is correlated to the 

National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) Standards and the 

Head Start Child Outcomes 

Framework.  

Sat. April 28; 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m    

For educators of children ages 3-6              

Fee: $20, includes activity guide & 

CD  

Pre-registration required by calling      

1-800-859-2960 

This new early childhood educa-

tion curriculum builds on chil-

drenõs sense of wonder about 

nature.  The activity guide is 

written for educators of children 

ages 3-6 and includes over 130 

experiences that engage children 

in outdoor play and exploration.  

Topics include exploring nature 

with five senses, experiencing 

trees through the season and 

much more.  Educators will par-

ticipate in a variety of interactive, 

hands-on, fun-filled activities and 

gain experience and skills helpful 

for taking children outside to 

explore the natural world. This 

professional development work-

shop is great for teachers, camp 

counselors, child care providers, 

home school parents and other 

educators. Taught by Tim Ray-

worth, Environmental Education 

Coordinator for the MA Depart-

ment of Conservation and Rec-

reation and Northfield Moun-

tainõs Kim Noyes, this workshop 

will take place both inside and 

Fly Fishing with Jim Lafley 

Sat., May 19; 1:00 ð 4:00 p.m. 

 

For ages 12 and older 

 

Fee:  $20 per person 

 

Pre-registration required by  

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Fly fishing has caused writers to 

wax poetic about life in A River 

Runs Through It and Fly Fishing 

Through the Midlife Cri-

sis.  Maybe you will be equally 

inspired during this workshop 

with Jim Lafley from Federation 

of Fly Fishers and Trout Unlim-

ited.  Jim, who has been teaching 

for almost 15 years, will guide 

you through the basics of rods, 

reels, lines, knots, flies, and gen-

eral fly fishing etiquette.  Casting 

practice in our front field will 

include the standard fly cast and 

roll cast.  A variety of rods will 

be available to give participants a 

feel for different rod lengths and 

types. Fly fishing Workshops 

often cost $100+, so this is a 

very special price and financial 

assistance is available for those of 

limited means. No prior fly fish-

ing or writing experience re-

quired. 
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Project Learning Tree for Early Childhood Educators "What a perfect way to 

engage our young learners - 

through song, dance, 

exploration, and play! Project 

Learning Tree's 

Environmental Experiences 

for Early Childhood is a 

valuable resource for every 

early childhood 

environment." 

- Michele Bitters, Preschool 

Coordinator 

Loudoun County, Parks, 

Recreation, and Community 

Services 

Photo courtesy of Jim Lafley. 

Tandem kayaking in Barton Cove. 



Sun., May 27 or Tues.; May 

29, 10:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

 

For all ages 

 

Fee: FREE  

 

No pre-registration required 

to observe people recreating the 

period of the 1750s through the 

1840s. Reproductions of period 

items will be sold by shopkeep-

ers, so you can bring a piece of 

history home with you, or start 

gearing up for the next encamp-

ment. 

 
 
 
 

Smell food cooking on the camp 

fire, hear muskets firing in the 

distance, see period tents, cloth-

ing and tools and get a glimpse 

of how life was lived long ago. 

The Original Northeast Primi-

tive Rendezvous Association 

invites you to visit their tempo-

rary historic encampment at 

Bennett Meadow Wildlife Man-

agement Area on Route 10 in 

Northfield, MA. Park your car 

and walk through a time warp 

Primitive Rendezvous at Bennett Meadow 

Free Fish Printing for Families 

No Child Left Indoors: Professional Development for Early Childhood Educators 

Thurs., May 31, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 

p.m.  

 

For educators of children ages 3-7 

 

Fee: $10  

 

Pre-registration required by calling 

1-800-859-2960 

Join Kim Noyes and Jim Lafley 

for an educational and entertain-

ing evening with fellow educa-

tors.  With over 50 years of 

combined outdoor teaching 

experience, Jim and Kim have a 

wealth of activities to share and  

inspire you to take children out-

doors.  Build on childrenõs in-

nate curiosity in the natural 

world with fun and engaging 

activities  using free or inexpen-

sive materials.  This program will 

be filled with activities to en-

hance childrenõs observation, 

problem-solving, math, reading, 

language and science skills.  The 

evening will be spent both in-

doors, modeling activities to 

bring the outdoors in, and out-

doors, because no child should 

be left inside.   This professional 

development workshop is great 

for teachers, camp counselors, 

child care providers, home 

school parents and other educa-

tors. Dress for the outdoors.  

Light refreshments provided. 

Sat., June 2; 12:00 ð 2:00 p.m. 

 

For ages 6 and older 

 

Fee:  FREE 

 

At the Turners Falls Fishway 

 

No pre-registration required 

Print your very own T-shirt or 

tote bag and discover the intri-

cate beauty and important func-

tion of fish fins and scales.  

Learn about resident fish as well 

as fish that return to the Con-

necticut River to lay their eggs.  

Drop by anytime between 12 

and 2 p.m. at the Turners Falls 

Fishway to create your work of 

art using scientifically accurate 

replicas of Connecticut River 

fish.   Remember to bring a T-

shirt or other material to use for 

fish printing.  Fish T-shirts make 

great Fatherõs Day presents.  

Please wear clothes that can get 

stained.  This event is part of the 

7th Annual Family Fish Day at 

the Great Falls Discovery Cen-

ter.  Families may want to bring 

along a picnic and enjoy our 

beautiful riverside picnic area 

adjacent to the fishway.  
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Northfield Mountainõs 

Naturalist, Kim Noyes. 

Make some great designs with fish at 

the Turners Falls Fishway! 

A historic encampment can be fun & 

educational for the whole family. 



òThe fire is the main 

comfort of the camp, 

whether in summer or 

winter, and is about as ample 

at one season as at another. 

It is as well for cheerfulness 

as for warmth and dryness.ó 

~Henry David Thoreau 

Summer Solstice Paddle 

Wed., June 20; 6:30 ð 8:45 

p.m. 

 

For ages 16 and older 

 

Fee:  Free with own kayak, 

$25/boat with kayak rental 

 

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Awed by the great power of the 

sun, civilizations have for centu-

ries celebrated the first day of 

summer , otherwise known as 

Midsummer or the Summer Sol-

stice.  During this evening pad-

dle, weõll explore some of the 

celebrations from around the 

world as well as the rich history 

and natural history of Barton 

Cove.  Ancient waterfalls, his-

toric log drives, dinosaur foot-

prints and nesting bald eagles are 

unique to this peninsula, cove 

and ònarrowsó on the Connecti-

cut River.  This program is ap-

propriate for both beginning and 

experienced paddlers.  Tandem 

kayaks available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat., June 9; 10:00 a.m. ð noon  

 

For ages 16 and older 

 

Fee:  $5 Pioneer Valley Institute 

member , $10 non-member 

 

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Take a springtime stroll back in 

time to when Turners Falls was a 

paper and cutlery producing 

power houseñand see it all from 

the fabulously popular canal side 

trail and bike path.  Using histori-

cal maps and photographs, ge-

ologist and industrial history buff 

Steve Winters will lead you back 

to early 19th century Montague 

when the first dam on the Con-

necticut River at Turners Falls 

was built, not for power, but for 

barge navigation. Weõll investi-

gate the ruins and existing struc-

tures of the Montague Paper Co., 

the John Russell Cutlery Co., and 

much more.  Meet at the picnic 

tables next to the entrance to the 

Turners Falls Fishway and the 

bike path. This program is co-

sponsored with the Pioneer Val-

ley Institute.  Please make checks 

payable to PVI and register 

through Northfield Mountain by 

calling (800) 859-2950. 

Family Camping: Kayaking to Sõmores at Barton Cove 

Help your family get ready to 

embark on a series of camping 

adventures.  Fee includes camp-

ing, instructional programs, din-

ner, campfire treats, boat rental 

and morning coffee. 

Sat., June 16; 10:00 a.m. Arrival -

Sun., June 17; 11:00 a.m. checkout 

For ages 4 and older 

Fee: $20 per person for first 4 family 

members, $10 for each additional 

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

New to family camping or want-

ing to give it a try? Looking for-

ward to helping your child catch 

their first fish or paddling a kayak 

around Barton Cove with the 

family? Adults and children will 

learn basic camp craft skills and 

enjoy spending time together in 

the woods and on the water dur-

ing this weekend with Northfield 

naturalists and long-time campers 

Kim Noyes and Beth Bazler. 

Opportunities to have help set-

ting up your new or borrowed 

tent, learning knots to hang a 

tarp over the table for rain pro-

tection and cooking over a camp 

stove and campfire will be pro-

vided. Fun with nature scavenger 

hunts, hiking games, fishing in-

struction and sharing a delicious 

pasta dinner and hot morning 

coffee will also be enjoyed by 

interested participants. Time for 

relaxation and simple pleasures 

will round out the weekend and 

of course, a camp fire and 

sõmores are on the schedule! 
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Turners Falls Canal Walk 

A view of the mills along the 

Turners Falls canal. 

Kayak at dusk in Barton Cove. 



Sat., June 23; 9 a.m. - noon 

For ages 12 and older 

Fee: $10 per person 

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

 

 

focus will be on learning to pay 

attention, reading the light and 

sharing in the observations of 

other group members to create 

better photos. Northfield Natu-

ralist Beth Bazler will share in-

formation on mountain laurel, 

rocky ledges and the other plants 

and animals, who love this beau-

tiful habitat. Wear a hat, long 

pants and sleeves and bring bug 

repellant, so we can take time 

and shoot comfortably.  

The striking, rocky ledges, 

blooming mountain laurel and a 

visit to a porcupine den will 

provide plenty of photographic 

opportunities for hikers explor-

ing one of the most scenic 

places on the Mountain. Photog-

rapher and teacher Beth Rey-

nolds will coach participants on 

shooting quality images while 

packing light, so bring only one 

camera, a light weight tripod and 

one or two lenses. The groupõs 

Rose Ledge Photo Hike with Beth Reynolds 

Dinosaur Footsteps with Rachel Roberts 

Firefly Watch 

Sat. June 30; 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. 

For ages 12 and older 

Fee: FREE  

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Visit a firefly meadow on a sum-

mer evening for a memorable 

experience.  Become immersed 

in the world of fireflies, a world 

filled with imposters, femmes 

fatales and poisonous blood.  

Learn about this amazing insect 

with its variety of flash patterns 

and colors as well as how to get 

involved in an exciting citizen 

science project sponsored by the 

Boston Museum of Science.   

The program begins indoors 

with an introduction to fireflies 

and Firefly Watch and then con-

tinues outdoors for the summer 

ritual of watching fireflies.  For 

more information please visit 

https://www.mos.org/

fireflywatch/ 

 

 

 

 

Sat., July 7; 9:30 ð 11:00 a.m. 

For ages 5 and older 

Space Limited: maximum 12 

students 

Fee: FREE 

Pre-registration required by   

calling 1-800-859-2960 

Join educator Rachel Roberts at 

Barton Cove in Gill for this 

exciting program about the dino-

saur tracks found there. To-

gether we will do a variety of 

hands-on science and art activi-

ties connected to dinosaurs, 

fossils, and tracking. We will 

hike to the dinosaur track quarry 

and find tracks set there millions 

of years ago.  Participants should 

come ready for a hike. This class 

will reinforce participantsõ un-

derstanding of pre-historic local 

history, animals, fossilization and 

general geology. The workshop 

is free and intended for families. 

Heavy rain cancels this program.  
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Eubrontes print photo courtesy of                      

Brendan Hanrahan 

Firefly photo: www.mos.org 

Learn how to snap better photos 

amongst the many rock ledges at 

Northfield Mountain. 

https://www.mos.org/fireflywatch/
https://www.mos.org/fireflywatch/

