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Funded, in part, by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department
of Business Development/Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism.

For statewide travel information, visit www.massvacation.com.

mmus-fru'
T Va He
(o) o, O

i
I"I'ﬁl'-; I':-:f‘ﬁ-i' lﬂl’p llh_'l'ﬁl'-.d'
Greater Sprngield
Comvention and Wiitors Buroau

This project was made possible by a grant administered by the Greater
Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau.

GCB, a great financial partner.
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NORTHFIELD TRAILS ASSOCIATION

Download trail maps on our website:

www.northfieldtrails.info
or email us at northfieldtrails@comcast.net

Design: www.flocksholmdesign.com
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THINGS TODO
LOCALLY-GROWN

The Connecticut River supports some of the richest farmland
in the world, creating a thriving agricultural and horticultural
industry in Northfield. Visitors can spend a day browsing the
farm stands and greenhouses brimming with local produce,
farm products, plants and flowers. A Farmer’s Market, held
Thursday afternoons at the Trinitarian Church, features locally-
made syrups, jams, soaps, baked goods as well as farm-fresh
fruits, vegetables and flowers.

OUTDOOR RECREATION
HIKING

New England National Scenic Trail—As we go to press,
Congress is working to designate the Metacomet-Monadnock
Trail, which runs from Erving, Mass. through Northfield to
Warwick, Mass. and the New Hampshire border, as part of the
New England National Scenic Trail. The trail's current path is on
our map. Hikers should be aware that sections of the trail may
be moved to accommodate the new designation. Consult the
Northfield Trails Association (www.northfieldtrails.info) for the
most up-to-date information on the transition.

Multiple Hiking Opportunities In and Around Northfield—
Perhaps the best known system of trails in Northfield and Erving
are the 26 miles of trails owned and maintained by the Northfield
Mountain Recreation and Environmental Center (see map).

For more information, visit www/irstlightpower.com/northfield.
Numerous other trails run all through Northfield. Although their
name is a misnomer today because of their lush tree cover and
abundant plant and animal life, the Bald Hills is the actual name
for the gentle range that faces you as you cross the Connecticut
on Route 10 heading toward downtown Northfield. The range
offers numerous marked trails and the summits provide

Picnicking
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dramatic views of Mount Wachusett to the east, Mount

Monadnock to the northeast and Mount Ascutney. Some of
the marked trails are listed below, with trail heads and parking
areas are marked with a “P” on the map. Download maps and

directions for free at www.northfieldtrails.info.

Alexander Hill Road Access
Coller Cemetery Road Access
Bass Road Access

King Philip’s Hill, West Northfield

BICYCLING

The Franklin County Bikeway provides a great way to tour
the Pioneer Valley through a combination of bike paths, bike
lanes and bike routes/shared roadways. Starting in downtown
Northfield, it runs through Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Deerfield,
Montague and Sunderland. In addition to this official bikeway,
there are numerous scenic rides in and around Northfield of
varying skill levels, some of which lead up into Vermont and
New Hampshire and loop back. For more information visit
www.massbike.org/bikeways and search on Northfield.

BIRDING, FISHING AND BOATING

Northfield is one of two municipalities in the Commonwealth
that is separated by a river. In our case, it is the majestic
Connecticut River, fourth largest in the United States. The
Connecticut River begins at the top of Vermont near the
Canadian border and runs all the way to Long Island Sound.
The miles of waterways, broad meadows and vegetation make
the area a haven for birders, fishing and boating enthusiasts.
Public access to the river is possible at three locations in

Northfield:

Pauchaug Brook Wildlife Management Area, Mass.
Division of Conservation and Recreation’s 161-acre wildlife
area, with a concrete boat ramp and ample parking for
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Winter Fun

vehicles and trailers. Pauchaug Brook is stocked with trout
for fishing.

Bennett Meadow Conservation Area, just west of the river
off Route 10.

Northfield Mountain Recreation and Environmental
Center riverfront picnic area.

While noted on our map because of its historic significance,
Schell Memorial Bridge is not open to the public. A popular
subject for painters and photographers, the Schell is best
viewed from riverbank locations up or downstream from it,
such as the Pauchaug Brook boat ramp area.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Antique shops and artist studios dot the landscape and may be

open on either a reqular, seasonal or by appointment’ basis.
Many artists exhibit their work locally at Green Trees Gallery
(see map), in public buildings such as the Dickinson Library, or
in local restaurants. Regular monthly ‘art walks’ take place year
round in Amherst and Brattleboro. Historic Deerfield, Yankee
Candle, Magic Wings Butterfly Conservatory (see map for

Moody Birthplace
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listing), the Five Colleges, and the unique shopping, restaurants,
music venues and other attractions of Shelburne Falls,
Greenfield and Northampton are all within easy reach of
Northfield. Brattleboro and Southern Vermont, and Keene,
New Hampshire offer shopping, galleries, restaurants, colleges
and more attractions.

ArtsFest—Held each year on the second Saturday in
September, ArtsFest features art exhibits and sales, live music,
food vendors and art activities for children. The event takes
place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the grounds of Green Trees
Gallery at 105 Main Street, Northfield. For information, contact
the Gallery at (413) 498-0283. Artists and artisans who are
interested in selling their work can download an application

at www.northfieldartsfest.com.

“Scenes along the Connecticut River’—From September 3

to 27,2009 works in various media that highlight the beauty of
the Connecticut River will be on display at Green Trees Gallery.
The exhibit is sponsored in part by the Massachusetts Office of
Travel and Tourism through a grant administered by the Greater
Springfield Convention and Visitor's Bureau. For more
information, contact the Gallery.

Special Day in Northfield—A day of holiday shopping,
old-fashioned crafts, seasonal foods, cookie decorating, horse-
drawn wagon rides and other indoor and outdoor activities.
Held on the second Saturday in December from 10 am. to

4 p.m. at locations throughout the town. For more information
call Centennial House Bed and Breakfast at (413) 498-5921 or
visit www.greentreesgallery.com.

Church Bazaars—On the first Saturday of December, the
churches of Northfield and the Northfield Kiwanis start the
holiday season with crafts, raffles, silent auctions, homemade
goods and food booths up and down Main Street.

AWALK THROUGH HISTORY

A stroll down Main Street takes you back in time from one of
the earliest and hard-won settlements on the New England
colonial frontier to the prosperous 19th century farming
community made famous by evangelist Dwight L. Moody
and, later, the American youth hostel movement. Significant
locations and conflicts between English settlers and Native
peoples are well-marked along your route. The elaborately
carved stones in Northfield Center Cemetery have been called
“one of the earliest examples of American sculpture.” The
stately homes, many built by the Stearns builders from 1800 to
1860 give the street its distinctive style. Heading north, the
Moody Homestead on Moody Street can be visited by
appointment by contacting Northfield Mount Hermon School.
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A Visitor’'s Guide to Northfield, Massachusetts

Northfield

Arts & Culture, Recreation, History and Agriculture in Northfield and Surrounding Area

A River Town
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massvacation.com
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